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PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument proposes to install one interpretive sign along the Paria Town Site Road (585), overlooking the Paria Movie Set and Town Site.  The sign panel is approximately 18.5 by 24.5 inches and is mounted about three feet high on two steel posts.  It is the last of nine interpretive signs to be installed in the Paria area.  As a component of the overall Paria Interpretive Project it will help the public to better understand the historic and cultural features of the Paria Movie Set and Town Site area.  Specifically, it helps people orient to the historic and constructed features of the Paria Movie Set and Old Pahreah Cemetery and Town Site visible from the road.  There is a small existing vehicle turnout that has been in use for years at this location.

The sign location is adjacent to the Paria Town Site Road (585).  The location is entirely within the Frontcountry management zone of GSENM.  It is less than fifty feet inside the boundary (edge of disturbance on road 585) of the Paria-Hackberry Wilderness Study Area.  The Citizens’ Proposal Area boundary is in the same location as that of the WSA in this area.

Installation of this interpretive sign provides context for understanding and appreciating the histories and cultural significance of the Paria Movie Set and Old Pahreah Cemetery and Town Site by installing the Paria Overlook interpretive sign.  The Paria Interpretive Project consists of one brochure and nine interpretive signs.  This sign installation completes the project.  

The Paria Movie Set and Old Pahreah Cemetery and Town Site are among the most visited sites on the monument.  Visitor inquiries and on-site visitor register comments indicate the visiting public desire interpretation of these sites.  As part of the implementation of the monument’s interpretive effort, interpretive signs have been produced to aid visitors in understanding the history and significance of the sites.  The “Paria Overlook” sign consists of an overview photograph labeling the features seen from the sign location.

As part of the overall project, a related sign near the beginning of the road warns of hazardous driving conditions when the road is wet or storms are threatening.  The proposed sign is near the top of a particularly steep and winding road segment.  Since the sign illustrates the route of the road into the Movie Set, Cemetery and Town Site, visitors can better evaluate whether to proceed or turn back based on road conditions.  This should help some visitors from getting their cars stuck when road conditions are unfavorable.

The Paria Interpretive Project incorporates resource protection messages emphasizing the value of the features of the Paria area.  As a component of the project, the proposed sign supports the protection message.
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LOCATION DESCRIPTION / OTHER REMARKS:  
The sign location is adjacent to the Paria Town Site Road (585). 
COUNTY(S):   Kane                           
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